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3rd Grade Reading Proficiency & Literacy



HOUSEKEEPING NOTES

Experiencing Delays? 

Try closing out other programs running on your 
computer.

Audio Difficulties? Keep this number handy!

Dial: 1-669-900-6833

Meeting ID: 666-791-268

Have a question, comment or concern? 

Use the Q&A feature to interact with presenters. 



AGENDA

READ TO ACHIEVE
Abbey Whitford, NC Department of Public Instruction

THE CAMPAIGN FOR GRADE-LEVEL READING
Ginger Young, Book Harvest 

BOOK HARVEST
Rachel Stine, Book Harvest

READ CHARLOTTE 
Dr. Munro Richardson, Read Charlotte

QUESTIONS
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Abbey Whitford
North Carolina Department of Public Instruction 



Every Child Reading to Achieve

North Carolina Department of Public Instruction

K-3 Literacy Division







The 7 Components

ÅComprehensive Reading Plan

ÅKindergarten Entry Assessment

ÅFacilitating Early Grade Reading Proficiency

ÅElimination of Social Promotion

ÅSuccessful Reading Development for 

Retained Students

ÅNotification Requirements to Parents and 

Guardians

ÅAccountability Measures



Reading Camps

ÅEncouraged, not 
required

ÅProvides opportunity for 
3rd graders to 
demonstrate reading 
proficiency

ÅIncludes 1st and 2nd

graders to work on 
deficits in skills

ÅEncouraged to partner 
with community 
organizations



Community Partnerships

ÅVolunteers, tutors, 

and mentors

ÅCivic and faith 

based 

organizations

ÅREADING!



Standards and Instruction 

Foundational Skills

Writing

Comprehension

Speaking and Listening

Language



Reading Aloud

ÅExpand vocabulary 

ÅDemonstrate phrased, fluent reading

ÅSupport content areas by building 

background knowledge

ÅDevelop understanding of story structure

ÅBuild repertoire of genres, favorite authors, 

illustrators



Thinking Aloud

ÅMake and check predictions

ÅCreate pictures in your mind

ÅReread specific parts to clarify meaning

ÅRead ñbetweenò the lines to infer

ÅStop and summarize



What does this look like for 

afterschool programs?

ÅRead quality text to students with 

expression 

ÅAsk purposeful questions about the text

ÅDiscuss vocabulary

ÅFocus on North Carolina Standard Course 

of Study



North Carolina 

Read to Achieve LiveBinder



Resources to Support the Standards





Comprehension



Text Project



Parents and Tutors Resources



ToolKit for Tutoring



Comprehension Guides

Text Project, Reading Partners



Comprehension Guide

Making Inferences

Reading Partners



Classroom Materials



Student Texts



FYI for Kids



Reading Camp LiveBinder



How can the K-3 Literacy Division 

assist after school providers?

ÅProvide professional 
development on 
evidence-based 
strategies
ÅCoordinate 

opportunities between 
afterschool program 
staff and school staff 
for planning purposes 
and maximum use of 
resources





For the Children



Abbey Whitford 
K-3 Literacy Northeast District Consultant

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/k-3literacy/achieve/

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/k-3literacy/achieve/
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ωA collaborativeeffort by 
foundations, nonprofit partners, 
business leaders, government 
agencies, states and communities 
across the nation

ωWorks to ensure that more 
children from low-income 
familiessucceed in school and 
graduate prepared for college, a 
career and active citizenship

The Campaign for Grade-Level Reading



2020 Goal

A dozen or more states will increase by at least 100% the number 
of children from low-income families reading at grade-level by the 
end of third grade. 



Community Solutions

ÅIncrease School Readiness: Too many children from 
low-income families begin school already far behind.

ÅReduce Chronic Absence: Too many children from low-
income families miss too many days of school.

ÅStem Summer Learning Loss: Too many children from 
low-income families lose too much ground over the 
summer months.



No One Can Do It Alone
wŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ά!ƭƭ-ƛƴέ /ƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ 

Å Parents

Å Nonprofits

Å Foundations

Å Business leaders

Å Government

ÅSchool systems

Å Libraries

ÅMayors

ÅEconomic development

ÅHousing authorities

Å Policy community 

Å Local, state, federal
At the Spark Salon in Dubuque Iowa, 
Courtney Holmes gives free haircuts to 
children that read him a book during their 
visit.



340+ Collaboratives 
Across the Country



The Needle is Moving Across the Nation

In 2016:
ω 94 communities report progress in at least one solution and/or grade-level reading
ω 31 communities report progress in at least two solutions 
ω 9 communities report progress on all three solutions
ω 49 communities report progress on grade-level reading

School Readiness

Regular Attendance

Summer Learning



Our Challenge in North Carolina

ω38% of NC 4th graders 
scored at or above 
reading proficiency 
(2015)

ω25% of NC 4th graders 
from economically 
disadvantaged families 
scored at or above 
reading proficiency 
(2015)



Itôs Urgent

ÁNC is facing a growing skills gap. 
ÁBy 2020, 67 percent of jobs in the state will require some post-secondary 

education. Today only 42 percent of the workforce has that level of 
education.

Grade-Level Reading is Achievable

Each child can have the opportunity to be on track by 3rd grade with 
aligned state and local policies and practices rooted in child development, 
including:
ÁHealth and Development on Track Beginning at Birth
ÁSupported and Supportive Families and Communities
ÁHigh Quality Birth-to-Eight Learning Environments
ÁRegular Attendance in Early Learning Programs 

and Schools



NC Campaign for Grade-Level Reading Communities



Grow Moore Readers 

Moore County 

ω16 partners

ωLocal Smart Start is champion 

organization

ωFocus: school readiness, summer 

learning loss, school attendance, 

parent awareness and community 

investment

ω2012 All-America City Award

ω2015 Campaign for Grade-Level 

Reading Pacesetter Award  



Grow Moore Readers 

Summer Learning Project

ωSeven collaborating organizations.
ωFull-day scholarships at the Boys and 

Girls Club for K-2 children identified as 
reading below grade level

ωSmall-group tutoring with certified 
teachers at the library

ωStudents and parents received small 
prizesto reinforce regular attendance 
and encourage readers. 

ω88% of participating students 
maintained or increased their reading 
level over the summer in 2015



Our Role as the State Lead

V Build capacity of communities to form strong and long-lasting 
collaborations to achieve measurable outcomes. 

V Create and strengthen a learning community to share best 
practices, data and resources. 

V Provide strategic support and broker access to technical assistance. 

V Develop tools for communities to adapt to promote understanding 
of birth-to-eight child development and the importance of grade-
level reading. 

V Promote community progress. 

V Recruit new communities. 



Opportunities for Collaboration

with the NC Center for After 

School Programs

ωConnect you with NC Campaign 
communities in your area
ωShare resources on parent 

engagement including upcoming 
report on parent perspectives in NC
ωShare summer learning toolkit in 

English and Spanish ςproject with 
Book Harvest in Durham



The North Carolina Early Childhood 

Foundation is driven by a bold vision:
Each North Carolina child has a strong foundation for lifelong health, 
education and well-being supported by a premier birth through age eight 
system.

Our Mission
aŀǊǎƘŀƭ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ 
foundation of opportunity and success for every child by the end of third 
grade.



NC Early Childhood Foundation

Lisa Finaldi

Community Engagement Leader

lfinaldi@buildthefoundation.org

919-987-1370

@ncecf

/buildthefoundation

/buildthefoundation

www.buildthefoundation.org

/north -carolina-early-childhood-foundation

ncecf@buildthefoundation.org

mailto:lfinaldi@buildthefoundation.org
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A Book-Based Strategy for 
Transforming Summer



LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ summer. 
Where are the books?



Book-Rich Homes for Young Readers:
Research shows that access to books is CRITICAL.

Å άAccess to books and educational material is the 
single biggest barrier to literacy development in 
the United States and beyond. If we can solve the 
problem of access, we will be well on the road to 
realizing educational parity ςa goal which has 
ŜƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŦƻǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ (Neuman)

Å άLǘ seems clear that we could narrow (the 
achievement) gap but there appears that little 
attention is being paid to the only effective 
strategy currently availableτimproving the access 
children from low-income families have to books 
they can and want to read.έ όAllington)

80% of preschool and after-school programs serving 
low-income populations have no age-appropriate 
books for their children.



Books in the home: 
Books on Break

ï Books in the home are the biggest indicator ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ 
more than parentsΩ education, zip code, gender, or income. (McQuillan)

ï 61% of low-income families have no books at all in their homes for their children.(US Deptof 
Education).

ï Providing self-selected books for summer reading produces as much or more reading growth as 
attending summer school.  For the poorest children the effect of a summer book distribution is 
twice as large as attending summer school.(Allington) 



Books on Break:
Our Response to Summer Learning Loss

Å Informed by the research of Drs. 

Richard Allingtonand Anne McGill-

Franzen

Å Students select books to take home 

to read over the summer and

keep forever

15,535 Durham Public School students 
selected 68,287 books in 2017!



Let students choose their own books.

WHY?
Å Increases the likelihood that they will engage more in reading 

(Worthy and McKool, 1996)
Å Increases the effort and commitment to reading (Guthrie and 

Wigfield, 2000)



Kids like books that are

ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ȰËÉÄ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅȱ



Ready to run your own summer

book giving program?

Check out our Books on Break toolkit at:

http://bookharvestnc.org/programs/books-on-break/

http://bookharvestnc.org/programs/books-on-break/




Books on Break Parent Advisory Team

ÅSummer Texting Program

ÅCommunications Toolkit



Get in touch!

Rachel Stine, Education Partnerships Manager

Book Harvest

rachel@bookharvestnc.org

(252) 497-BOOK

www.bookharvestnc.org

facebook.com/bookharvestnc

@Book_Harvest

http://www.bookharvestnc.org/
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