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In North Carolina, afterschool and out-of-school-time programs are not just extracurricular activities, they
are an essential piece of our state’s economic puzzle. Afterschool and out-of-school-time programs allow
parents to stay in the workforce while equipping students with skills employers are looking for in the
future workplace. 

Putting Afterschool to Work

Empowering Families. Strengthening the Workforce. Building NC’s Future.

It’s Good Business to Invest 
in Afterschool
When workers have reliable care for their kids,
they can be more productive on the job – and
businesses benefit. 

Afterschool
programs present a
unique, important
opportunity for our
state to invest in:

our kids
families
our communities
the future!

 
 
 
 

High costs and limited options due to lack of dedicated state funding keeps
North Carolina students from being able to access afterschool programs that
will set them up for a bright, successful future. 

Why Parents Support
Afterschool

Lack of afterschool costs U.S. businesses up to

$300 Billion 
A YEAR IN LOST PRODUCTIVITY 

say it helps them keep
their jobs.

say it boosts their
productivity at work.

feel less stressed knowing
their child is safe.

NC parents want afterschool funded! 
support public funding for
afterschool, with strong support
across political parties: 

However, a massive access gap is holding our state back.

School-aged children 
spend a staggering 80% of
their time outside of school.

An overwhelming 4 out every 5
students who want to be in an
afterschool program are missing out 

A CONCERNING 1 IN 5
students are alone after
the school day ends.

Democrats Republicans Independents

https://ncafterschool.org/2025-america-after-3pm/
https://ncafterschool.org/2025-america-after-3pm/


While North Carolina has a robust and
growing workforce, our investment in
afterschool infrastructure is falling behind
our peers. North Carolina is one of only
22 states that lack a dedicated state
funding stream for afterschool leaving
more than 664,000 children and youth
statewide who would participate in an
afterschool program if one were available
to them without access to a safe, affordable
afterschool program. Meanwhile, many of
North Carolina’s neighbors and peers have
identified and dedicated state revenue to
increase access and affordability. 

Making Afterschool Work

NORTH CAROLINA PENNSYLVANIA

0 youth served through state funded grants. 
0 positive return on investment for public 
dollars spent.

Funding: 
No dedicated funding stream for afterschool and
summer learning.

Need & Costs:
12% of North Carolina K-12 children (188,295)
participate in an afterschool program. 
Unmet demand for afterschool programs
represents 664,362 children whose parents want
them to be in an afterschool program, but are
not.
47% of children would participate in an
afterschool program if one were available.
The average weekly cost of afterschool
programs is $103.90.

Every $1 invested in afterschool yields a $6.69
return on investment in Pennsylvania, according to
a state return-on-investment study.

BOOST grants supported programs with engaged
mentors and evidence-based/informed practices
provided to school-age youth before school, after
school, or during the summer.

Funding: 
$11.5 million investment in the 2024 state budget
for the Building Opportunity through Out-of-
School Time (BOOST) initiative.
$11.6 million awarded through 46 grants to school
districts and community-based partners.

Need & Costs:
10% of Pennsylvania K-12 children (192,203)
participate in an afterschool program. 
Unmet demand for afterschool programs
represents 792,275 children whose parents want
them to be in an afterschool program, but are not.
48% of children would participate in an
afterschool program if one were available.
The average weekly cost of afterschool
programs is $121.20.

https://ncafterschool.org/2025-america-after-3pm/
https://jsg.legis.state.pa.us/resources/documents/ftp/publications/2021-06-25%20Afterschool%20ROI%20Web%206.25.21.pdf
https://jsg.legis.state.pa.us/resources/documents/ftp/publications/2021-06-25%20Afterschool%20ROI%20Web%206.25.21.pdf
https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/documents/AA%20PA%20Spotlight-August%2013.pdf


GEORGIA ALABAMA

39,897 children and youth served in afterschool
and summer across 656 sites in 101 of Georgia’s 159
counties through BOOST grants.

Out of BOOST-funded programs, 73% are providing
literacy instruction based on the science of
reading, 73% are providing numeracy instruction,
and 64% are providing workforce development
and career exploration.

Funding: 
$85 million Building Opportunities in Outof-
School Time (BOOST) pilot initiative, funded by
the American Rescue Plan.
$12.5 million in recurring funding for afterschool
and summer programs in the FY26 state budget.
$11.5 million awarded through 62 grants to
community-based organizations (grants ranged
from $25,000 to $299,874 and included 3
statewide grants for $1.6 million to $2 million).

Need & Costs:
13% of Georgia K-12 children (236,308)
participate in an afterschool program. 
Unmet demand for afterschool programs
represents 853,224 children whose parents want
them to be in an afterschool program, but are not.
54% of children would participate in an
afterschool program if one were available.
The average weekly cost of afterschool
programs is $102.

11,776 children and youth served in afterschool
and summer in every school board district in
Alabama through state funded ASAP grants.

State-funded programs promote academic
intervention or enrichment, such as activities that
support foundational learning, knowledge-building,
homework assistance, tutoring, STEM, financial
literacy, and arts education.

Funding: 
$17.3 million investment for afterschool in 2025 in
the state budget for Alabama Summer and
Afterschool Program (ASAP) grants
$17.2 million awarded through 192 grants to
school districts and community-based partners
(grants ranged from $15,540 to $50,000).

Need & Costs:
9% of Alabama K-12 children (73,091) participate
in an afterschool program. 
Unmet demand for afterschool programs
represents 312,725 children whose parents want
them to be in an afterschool program, but are not
45% of children would participate in an
afterschool program if one were available.
The average weekly cost of afterschool
programs is $149.80.

Access and Affordability Are Top Challenges to Address
Families and children are missing out on afterschool programs due to:

Program
costs

Lack of 
programs available

Lack of safe
transportation

https://www.afterschoolga.org/resources/boostreports/
https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/documents/AA%20GA%20Spotlight-August%2013.pdf
https://oxl.alsde.edu/asap-grant
https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/documents/AA_Alabama_Spotlight.pdf


Benefits of Partnering with NC CAP Building a Better
Future Together for
Our Kids

Afterschool, summer, and other
OST programs are an essential
part of our education system,
and North Carolina families need
our support more than ever
before. Many of the young
people North Carolina providers
serve are struggling with their
mental well-being, others need
help to catch up at school or
opportunities to explore future
careers, and some need a safe
place to play and a healthy meal.
Working families across our
state rely on us so they can keep
their jobs and have peace of
mind, knowing their kids are in
good hands.

We’re hopeful about the future
of afterschool, summer, and
OST in North Carolina. We
believe that working together,
we can build a robust learning
environment that will benefit
generations to come.

Afterschool, summer learning, and other out-of-school time (OST) programs expand learning opportunities for youth and
provide essential support for families across our state. Programs help kids learn and grow, support their well-being, and allow
parents to work without worry. The North Carolina Center for Afterschool Programs (NC CAP) is working to ensure that all
North Carolina youth have access to high-quality programs that help them prepare for a bright future.

AMPLIFY YOUR VOICE
NC CAP mobilizes support for changes that will build a strong,
sustainable foundation for afterschool, summer, and OST learning across
North Carolina, including increasing public and philanthropic investment
and advancing policies to help address your program’s needs. We work
with policymakers, philanthropy, businesses, and hundreds of programs
and associations to make the case for afterschool, summer learning, and
other OST programs in our state. Read more about our advocacy work:
https://ncafterschool.org/afterschool-advocacy/.

FIND DATA AND RESOURCES
Look to NC CAP for the latest research and trends about the afterschool,
summer, and OST field in our state, including insights about what youth
and families need and want in their programs. We conduct, compile, and
share new research to make sure we are able to stay on top of the latest
developments in the field to serve our youth. Read our latest research:
https://ncafterschool.org/regional-data/.

GROW PROFESSIONALLY
NC CAP regularly supports providers to learn and grow in their
profession through professional development training, technical
assistance, and capacity-building. These supports include webinars, in-
person training, communities of practice, and regionally based data
sessions and capacity-building collaboratives.

BUILD RELATIONSHIPS
NC CAP offers virtual and in-person opportunities for you to meet with
thousands of providers, youth development professionals, and partners.
We host regional convenings to engage local leaders and partners in
meaningful dialogue around afterschool issues most relevant to their
community. Every year, NC CAP convenes community, state, and national
stakeholders at the Synergy Conference to share insight on research-
based practices, effective programs, and public policies that impact
students and their overall success in school and life. Learn more about
the Synergy Conference: https://ncafterschool.org/synergy-conference/.

We provide resources, expertise, and best practices to more than 4,000
program providers and OST supporters in the state. Here is how we can
help your organization:

Afterschool, Summer Learning, and other Out-of-School Time Programs 
in North Carolina

Contact NC CAP
Elizabeth Anderson, Director, NC Center for Afterschool Programs
eanderson@ncforum.org | ncafterschool.org | 919-781-6833

Follow NC CAP
        ncafterschool

        ncafterschool
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